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ORGANIC CERTIFICATES 
 
 
Purpose: 
This instruction specifies which elements of an organic certificate are necessary to accurately demonstrate an 
operation’s organic status. 

It also clarifies that only one operation may be listed on the organic certificate. 

 
Scope:  
USDA NOP 7 CFR 205 
 

Policy: 
Producers and Handlers that produce, handle, or process organic products must be certified organic as 
provided in 7 CFR 205.100(a). Exemptions to this rule are explained in 7 CFR 205. 101 of the regulations. 

BVIPL generates the certificates of organic operation from the Organic Integrity Database in 
accordance with 7 CFR 205.404(b) and may be provided to certified operations electronically. 

Once scope generated on Organic Integrity Database (OID), at the time of renewal process BVIPL 
will be maintaining and updating the data on OID on regular bases as per 7 CFR 205.406 
(a) & (b) requirements. 
 

Procedure: 
1. General- Granting certification. 
 
a) Within a reasonable time after completion of the initial on-site inspection, BVIPL (Certification technical 

Reviewer & Certification Committee) must review the on-site inspection report, the results of any analyses for 
substances conducted, and any additional information requested from or supplied by the applicant. If BVIPL 
determines that the organic system plan and all procedures and activities of the applicant's operation are in 
compliance with the requirements of this part and that the applicant is able to conduct operations in accordance 
with the plan, the agent shall grant certification. The certification may include requirements for the correction of 
minor non-compliances within a specified time period as a condition of continued certification, as defined under 
BVIPL Non-Conformance procedure. 
 

b) BVIPL must issue a certificate of organic operation. The certificate of organic operation must be generated from 
the Organic Integrity Database and may be provided to certified operations electronically. 

 
c) Once certified, a production or handling operation's organic certification continues in effect until 

surrendered by the organic operation or suspended or revoked by the certifying agent, the State 
organic program's governing State official, or the Administrator. 
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2. Content & details in an organic certificate: 

› Elements of the Organic Certificate 

 

Organic certificates should be issued in English and include the following: 
 
a) Certified operation’s name (all legal names) and address(es), including a physical address if the mailing or 

legal address is not the physical location of the operation; 

b) Certifying agent’s name (Bureau Veritas India Pvt. Ltd.), address, Web site, and phone number; 

c) Effective date (when the current or initial BVIPL first certified the operation to the USDA organic regulations); 

d) Issue date (when the BVIPL issued the organic certificate); 
e) Anniversary date (when the certified operation must submit its annual update). Organic certificates cannot 

include expiration dates; 

f) Categories of organic operation (crops, wild crops, livestock, and handling/processing); 
g) Specific certified organic products covered by the organic certificate, allowing auditors and buyers to verify 

whether the operation is certified to produce or handle the product for sale (e.g., “hay” or “Uncle Perry’s 
Berry Organic Granola”); 

h) Labeling category for each product certified under the handling/processing certification category (not 
required for products in the crops, wild crops, or livestock certification categories). Labeling categories: 
100% Organic, Organic, Made with Organic (specified ingredients or food groups), and Livestock Feed 
(Organic or 100% Organic); 

i) The statement, “Certified to the USDA organic regulations, 7 CFR Part 205.” This differentiates USDA 
organic products from those certified to other organic standards; and 

j) The statement, “Once certified, a production or handling operation’s organic certification continues in effect 
until surrendered, suspended or revoked.” 

 
Only one operation per organic certificate 
BVIPL must identify only one “person” (as defined in 7 CFR 205.2) on the organic certificate. This person must 
be certified organic. Each certified operation must have its own certificate. 
 
 
Organic certificates are not transferrable 
Certification and certificates issued to certified operations are not transferrable to new owners in cases of 
mergers, acquisitions, or other transfers of ownership. 
 
Organic Certificate should be updated at least annually. 
BVIPL should issue a new organic certificate each year. A new certificate must be issued when any 
information specified on the certificate has changed, for example in case of a new product addition. 
In some cases, these updated certificates may be issued after reviewing the annual update or after 
the annual inspection is completed. 
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Organic Certificates cannot cover operations or land in transition to organic. 
BVIPL cannot issue organic certificates to cover operations or land that is under transition to organic 
production. However, BVIPL can issue separate transitional certificates to cover land in transition to organic 
production. 
 
Organic certificates cannot cover operations before they are certified. 
The USDA organic regulations do not provide for precertification. BVIPL cannot issue precertification documents 
to cover operations that are applying for certification. An organic certificate may only be issued once certification 
is attained, and the operation seeking certification meets all the requirements of the regulations. 

 
References: 
USDA Organic Regulations (7 CFR Part 205) 

7 CFR 205.2 Terms defined. 

Organic Integrity Database. The National Organic Program's electronic, web-based reporting tool for the 
submission of data, completion of certificates of organic operation, and other information, or the tool's 
successors. 

7 CFR 205.100 What has to be certified. 

7 CFR 205.101 Exemptions from certification. 

7 CFR 205.404 Granting certification. 

7 CFR 205.406 Continuation of certificate 
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